
Welcome to Vol. 9 No. 2 of Design Science News,
the e-bulletin of the Buckminster Fuller Institute
Design Science News brings you news from around the world related to humanity’s
option for success and comprehensive design science. It also features updates
from BFI and periodic special offers for our members.

The 2008 Design Science Lab is now accepting
applications!

The Design Science Lab is a rigorous, hands-on training in the problem solving,
planning and design methodology called Design Science, pioneered by
Buckminster Fuller and other visionaries. Participants engage in a whole systems
and anticipatory approach to develop strategies to solve global and local problems
that is based on innovation and thrives on transparency.

The 2008 Design Science Lab offers participants the opportunity to focus their
work to design new energy futures and devise strategies to combat climate change
in a number of ways:

1. Millennium Development Goal 7 is focused on environmental
sustainability, of which energy is a key factor. Using the vast information
resources of the United Nations and drawing from your own research,
determine what is being done successfully, what needs attention, and what
you can do about it. Design a plan to help meet this important goal.

2. The Buckminster Fuller Challenge is a unique award program conferring
a prize of $100,000 to an individual or team who develops a design science
solution to a major problem facing humanity. Use the design science lab as
a springboard for your entry to the 2008-2009 Buckminster Fuller Challenge;

http://challenge.bfi.org/


receive critical feedback from expert design scientists and members of the
2007-2008 Challenge selection committee and see if you have what it takes
to help make the world work for 100% of humanity. Come with an idea in
mind or use the Lab to develop your idea. Bring your team (see tuition page
for information on team discounts) or meet other participants and form a
team during the Lab.

3. PLANYC 2030 New York City has announced a citywide initiative to
modernize its energy system and combat climate change called PLANYC
2030. With this plan as your starting point, analyze what makes sense, what
doesn’t, and design alternative strategies to make New York City the
greenest on earth and a model for other urban environments.

4. Greening UNIS. Is the United Nations International School as “green” as it
could be? Using the tools of design science, research the school’s buildings,
practices, policies, and plans and propose alternatives to create a “greener”
UNIS that sets an example for other schools in New York and around the
world.

The Lab will take place for seven and a half intensive days from June 16th to June
23rd at the United Nations and United Nations International School in New York
City, NY. Space is limited and qualified applicants are accepted on a first come first
served basis.

To read more about the program, view the work of previous Labs, or begin your
application, please visit the Design Science Lab website

NEW IN OUR ONLINE STORE: Reflections - R.
Buckminster Fuller on DVD

Winner of the CINE Golden Eagle Award. This documentary contains footage of
Bucky never seen before and never distributed in the U.S. Made for the U.S.
Information Agency in 1977 by award-winning filmmaker Robert Snyder and Jaime
Snyder. The film contains wonderfully intimate sequences with Fuller talking about
his childhood, family and youth. One of the best films available on Bucky. Video.
60 minutes, DVD Video. Order your copy today! 

TRENDS & PERSPECTIVES

http://www.nyc.gov/html/planyc2030/html/home/home.shtml
http://designsciencelab.org/what_is_the_design_science_lab/tuition
http://designsciencelab.org/
http://bfi.easystorecreator.com/items/video/reflections-r-buckminster-fuller-217-detail.htm


Car-free, solar city in Gulf could set a new standard
for green design

In an ever more crowded world facing environmental limits, the push is on to create
entire communities with reduced needs for energy, water, land and other
resources. The latest effort comes not in some green hub like Portland, Ore., but in
the Persian Gulf, fueled as much by oil wealth - and the need to find postpetroleum
business models - as environmental zeal.

Groundbreaking is scheduled for Saturday for Masdar City, a nearly self-contained
mini-municipality designed for up to 50,000 people rising from the desert next to
Abu Dhabi’s international airport and intended as a hub for academic and
corporate research on nonpolluting energy technologies. The 2.3-square-mile
community, set behind walls to divert hot desert winds and airport noise, will be car
free, according to the design by Foster + Partners, the London firm that has
become a leading practitioner of energy-saving architecture.

For additional information about the project, visit the Foster + Partners website.
(Source: The New York Times)

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/05/science/earth/05city.html?
scp=1&sq=masdar&st=nyt

First look at vast “book of life”

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/05/science/earth/05city.html?scp=1&sq=masdar&st=nyt
http://www.fosterandpartners.com/Projects/1515/Default.aspx
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/05/science/earth/05city.html?scp=1&sq=masdar&st=nyt


http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/7263134.stm
http://www.eol.org/
http://www.eol.org/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/7263134.stm

