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Janine Benyus and Hunter Lovins join the
Buckminster Fuller Challenge jury!

We are thrilled to announce that Janine Benyus and Hunter Lovins have joined the
jury for the first Buckminster Fuller Challenge!

Benyus and Lovins, together with the five other members of the jury announced
previously, will select the winner of the first Challenge, to be announced in June
2008 at the Whitney Museum of American Art in New York City.

To read the full press release, please visit the Challenge website.

BFI Network membership renewal campaign
underway

We would like to invite the readers of Design Science News to become contributing
members of the BFI Network. BFI has a momentous year ahead of us in 2008 with
the first Buckminster Fuller Challenge prize to be conferred in June, the opening of

http://www.bfi.org/the_buckminster_fuller_institute/bfi_network
http://challenge.bfi.org/
http://challenge.bfi.org/press/full_jury.php


the Whitney Museum’s retrospective on Fuller, and a number of other exciting
opportunities. There has never been a more exciting time to become a supporting
member and get involved!

To those of you who join or renew at the Association Level ($100) or above before
December 21st, we are offering a special gift of the 1970 edition of Fuller’s classic
book of essays No More Secondhand God (now out of print).

Learn more about joining the BFI network

Join the network today!

Fuller’s Baton Rouge, LA dome demolished by
owner Kansas City Southern Railroad

Outrage, anger, grief, and dismay were expressed by Louisiana preservation
leaders when they awoke on Tuesday to personal accounts of the demolition of
one of the state’s and the nation’s most significant architectural structures, a
Buckminster Fuller Geodesic Dome, located in the northern section of East Baton
Rouge Parish. The dome was demolished by the owner, Kansas City Southern
Railroad, Nov. 15 when KCS obtained permits to demolish the building. The
structure was known as the Union Tank Car Geodesic Dome and fondly as Baton
Rouge’s “Bucky Dome.”

The structure, designed and constructed in 1958, has been on the Foundation for
Historical Louisiana’s recent “Treasures in Trouble” preservation advocacy list for
the capital region and the Louisiana Trust’s Top 10 Endangered State Properties
list, said Lenore Feeney, Foundation Chair.

“I thought we were beyond destroying historical buildings when no one is looking,”
said Foundation for Historical Louisiana (FHL) Executive Director Carolyn Bennett.
The dome was eminently eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places and would have been eligible for historic preservation tax credits and Go
Zone funding. “The Dome is gone. I was there this morning as day broke. How can
I express my contempt for the Kansas City Southern Railway? There are no words
strong enough. They certainly expressed their contempt for our community in the
destruction of, certainly, the most important structure in Baton Rouge, and possibly
the State,” said preservationist Ward Bond, a devotee of Buckminster Fuller’s work
and an advocate for the dome’s reuse for decades.

BFI.org Community Content posting about the dome’s demolition

Visit the website of the Foundation for Historical Louisiana

http://www.fhl.org/FHL/Stewardship/Tre-Dome.shtm
https://secure.groundspring.org/dn/index.php?aid=2240
http://www.bfi.org/our_programs/bfi_community/baton_rouge/baton_rouge/kcs_destroys_historic_dome
http://bfi.easystorecreator.com/items/books/no-more-secondhand-god-by-r-buckminster-fuller-109-detail.htm
http://bfi.org/our_programs/bfis_programs_at_a_glance#network


HOLIDAY SALE: Spaceship Earth Satellite Map
$15.95

With a resolution of 1 km per pixel, this map has been specially produced to more
accurately match the true colors of the Earth. The Spaceship Earth Satellite map
combines the latest in natural color satellite photograph technology with the
accuracy of the Fuller Projection to create a truly stunning, cloud-free image of our
world using richly colored blues, greens and ambers. Created in collaboration with
Jim Knighton of Clear Light Products. Presented against a black background,
printed on 25 inch x 38 inch heavy-gauge recycled paper. Order your copy today! 

TRENDS & PERSPECTIVES
Study details how U.S. could cut 28% of
greenhouse gases

The United States could shave as much as 28 percent off the amount of
greenhouse gases it emits at fairly modest cost and with only small technology
innovations, according to a new report.

A large share of the reductions could come from steps that would more than pay

http://bfi.easystorecreator.com/items/maps/our-spaceship-earth-satellite-map-305-detail.htm


for themselves in lower energy bills for industries and individual consumers, the
report said, adding that people should take those steps out of good sense
regardless of how worried they might be about climate change. But that is unlikely
to happen under present circumstances, said the authors, who are energy experts
at McKinsey & Company, the consulting firm.

The report said the country was brimming with “negative cost opportunities” -
potential changes in the lighting, heating and cooling of buildings, for example, that
would reduce carbon dioxide emissions from the burning of fossil fuels even as
they save money. “These types of savings have been around for 20 years,” said
Jack Stephenson, a director of the study. (Source: The New York Times)

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/30/business/30green.html?ref=science

Yahoo! unleashes teraflops of processing power
for research

A given in the world of information technology is that the amount of data is only
going to grow over time. But how can academics and computer scientists make
sense of the mountains of information - whether astronomic calculations from a
distant satellite or a study of Internet traffic - if they do not have access to a
computer capable of handling such large loads?

Yahoo!, Inc., this week offered its vast computing resources to assist with
academic pursuits that require a massively parallel computing environment.
Parallel computing involves breaking down extremely large sets of data and
distributing them to different interconnected computers for simultaneous
processing and analysis. Yahoo is offering the service via a cluster of 4,000
computer processors it refers to as M45 running software, also known as Hadoop,
an open-source distributed file system and parallel execution environment that lets
its users process massive amounts of data.

There is a demand for the ability to extract meaningful information from
tremendous amounts of data gathered by computer systems across a number of
different disciplines, says Randal Bryant, dean of Carnegie Mellon University’s
(C.M.U.) School of Computer Science in Pittsburgh.

C.M.U. this month became the first academic institution to sign up for time on

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/30/business/30green.html?ref=science
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/30/business/30green.html?ref=science


http://www.sciam.com/article.cfm?id=yahoo-supercomputer-google-open-source
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2007/11/12/MNNPT8U6A.DTL
http://www.sciam.com/article.cfm?id=yahoo-supercomputer-google-open-source
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2007/11/12/MNNPT8U6A.DTL

